Lesson Plan Designed by: David Seng 

IDAHO magazine article: March 2004; "Irish in Idaho,” by Arthur Hart.

Social Studies Methods

The Irish in Idaho

Standard:  6-12.USH1.1.1.2.  1305.16 Describe the experiences of culturally, ethnically, and racially different groups existing as part of American society prior to the Civil War.  U.S. History 9.

Theme:  Immigrants shape America and America shaped Immigrants.

Skill:  Mapping, compare and contrast, analyze and synthesize.

Gaining Attention:  Ask class, “How many of you are originally from Idaho?  “How many of your parents are from Idaho?  “Do any of you know where you families are originally from?”
Informing the Learner of the Objective:  SWBAT compare and contrast Irish immigration into Idaho with Irish immigration to America as a whole.  Students will be able to map Irish immigration routs through Idaho on map inside Idaho Magazine.

Stimulating Recall of Prerequisite Material:  Ask students what it means to be a native of a place.  Have then define immigrant.  What group of people can honestly say, they are Native to Idaho?  How long do you have to live somewhere before you are a native?

Presenting the Stimulus Material:  Students will each be given a copy of the Idaho Magazine article “Irish in Idaho” (March 2004 vol.3, No.6.) as well as a copy of the chapter on Irish immigration to the United States in Ronald Takaki’s book “A Different Mirror: a History of Multicultural America” (Boston : Little, Brown & Co., c1993.)  The instructor will then ask for students to work in groups of two to compare and contrast the histories presented in each source.  When each group has finished reading they will be asked to discuss the similarities and differences found in the readings.  Discussion of similarities and differences will then be opened to the entire class.

Eliciting the Desired Behavior:  Students will work for twenty minutes reading the article from Idaho Magazine and the chapter from Takaki’s book.  After reading students will discuss within their groups any similarities and differences they found in the readings as well as anything they found particularly interesting about what they have read.  Discussion will be opened to the entire class after five minutes to let everyone share what they found in the readings.  
Providing Feedback:  Instructor will provide feedback during group and class discussions by keeping students on topic as well as providing any beneficial insights available to the instructor.
Assessing the Behavior:  Students will receive participation points for contributing to group and class discussion.
Closure:  Ask students, “Do you see any similarities or differences between the Irish immigration into America with any other groups’ immigration?”  “How do you think these experiences shaped immigrants view of America?”
